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GREETINGS TO ALL
AMBERWOOD RESIDENTS

AVOIDING CONFLICT
WITH NEIGHBORS

We all can just get along. The key?

Communication. It's often the best
way to prevent and resolve conflict

before it reaches the legal system.
You don’t have to be friends or
spend time together to achieve

a peaceful coexistence, but you
should try to be a good neighbor
and follow these tips:

Say hello. At the mailbox, while
walking the dog or when you see
a moving van arrive, introduce
yourself. Learn your neighbor’s
names and regularly offer a
friendly greeting.

-Provide a heads up. Ifyou're

planning a construction project,
altering your landscaping or
hosting a big party, contact your
neighbors beforehand.

Do unto others. Treat neighbors
as you would like to be treated.
Be considerate about noise from
vehicles, stereos, pets, etc.

Know your differences. Make
an effort to understand each
other. Differences in age,
ethnic background and years
in the neighborhood can lead
to different expectations or

misunderstandings.

Consider the view. Keep areas
that others can see presentable.

Appreciate them. If the neighbors
do something you like, let them
know. They’ll be pleased you
noticed, and it'll be easier to talk
later if they do something you
don’t like.

Stay positive. Most people
don’t try to create problems. If
a neighbor does something that
irritates you, don’t assume it was
deliberate.

Talk honestly. Tolerance is
important, but don’t let a real
irritation go because it seems
unimportant or hard to discuss.
Let your neighbors know if
something they do annoys you.

Be respectful. Talk directly to your
neighbors if there’s a problem.
Gossiping with others can damage
relationships and create trouble.

Listen carefully. When discussing
a problem, try to understand your
neighbor’s position and why he or
she feels that way.
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POLICING AFTER YOUR
DOG .

As many of us have discovered
unexpected surprises in our yards,
on sidewalks, and common areas, §
dog waste is an ongoing problem
for Amberwood. We are once
again requesting pet owners
pick up dog waste to improve
our neighborhood’s appearance R
and retain our healthy environment. Below is an edited article
from USA Today on the potential impact to our environment
and health. If you are a pet owner, we would appreciate your
cooperation to police after your dog.

Tom Witt
Amberwood HOA - Vice President

Dog Waste Poses Threat
by Traci Watson, USA Today

For as long as the dog has been man’s best friend, dog waste has
posed a menace to man's nose and foot. Now science has revealed
a more unsavory truth: Its an environmental pollutant.

In the mid-1990s, scientists perfected methods for tracking the
origin of nasty bacteria in streams and seawater. From Clearwater,
FL to Arlington, VA to Boise, ID the trail has led straight to the
hunched-up dog -- and to owners who don't pick up after their
pets. Many dog lovers are in denial about their pooches’ leavings.
But researchers have named the idea that areas used by dogs pump
more bacteria into waterways -- the “Fido hypothesis”

Dogs are only one of many fixtures of suburban America that add
to water pollution. Lawn fertilizers, rinse water from driveways
and motor oil commonly end up in streams and lakes. But unlike
those sources, dogs generate disease-causing bacteria that can
make people sick. It doesn't take a Ph.D to figure out that dog do
is nasty. But it took science to determine how nasty it is.

From mutt to blue-blooded champion, all dogs harbor so-called
coliform bacteria, which live in the gut. The group includes
E.coli, a bacterium that can cause disease, and fecal coliform
bacteria, which spread through feces. Dogs also carry salmonella
and giardia. This wouldn't matter if pet dogs were as rare as pet
chinchillas. But four in 10 US. households include at Jeast one
dog, according to the American Pet Products Manufacturers
Association.

. Those numbers add up to a lot of kibble. That wouldn’t matter if

all dog owners also owned a pooper-scooper. But several studies
have found that roughly 40% of Americans don't pick up their
dogs’ feces (women are more likely to do so than men).
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Do you want to get involved?
Join a COMMITTEE!

Contact the chairperscn below to join or just stop in at the next
scheduled meeting!

Covenant Committee

Co-Chair: Mrs. Frances Witt - 295-4651
thomaslwitt@austin.rr.com
Co-Chair: Ms. Judy Moss ..504-3475

jamoss(@austin.rr.com

Beautification Committee
Chairperson: Ms. Kay Rush 262-0527

krush@txfleetfuel.com

Newsletter Committee
Chairperson: Mr. Sonny Tamayo

262-7281
jay2fair@msn.com

Safety Committee
Co-Chair: Mr. Richard Vasquez 426-4248
Co-Chair: Mr. Duane Ammerman.......... ..789-2493

dura _go446@hotma|1 com

Social Committee
Co-Chair: Ms. Linda Freeman....
Co-Chair: Mr. Gary Rush

ladybfreeo4@gmail.com
262-0527
kgsagebrush(@aol.newscom

Website Committee

Webmaster: Mr. Chris Villanueva 484-5133
chrisv(@texas.net

Co-Chair: Ms. Linda Freeman

Co-Chair: Ms. Peggy Farrell 576-8775

bluebelletx@yahoo.com

RealManage Property Management
Manager: Ms. Jodie Walker ...866-473-2573

jodie.walker@realmanage.com

'ASSESSMENT PAYMENTS FOR

2011

As a reminder, assessments for 2011 are staying the same as what
they were for 2010. The assessment payment for 2011 is $330,
effective January 1st. Residents have until February 28th to
make their assessment payment before any late fees are applied.
Please also be reminded that accounts that remain unpaid after
120 days are sent to the attorney for collection efforts at the

. owner’s expense. Please remember to submit timely payments for

the benefit of all concerned.

Automatic Payment
Withdrawals

You can eliminate the need to write checks, the trouble of

late fees incurred when a check is lost in the mail, and save on
postage and legal fees due to delinquent accounts by signing

up for automatic electronic payment withdrawals. Just visit

the Resident Services tab at www.realmanage.com and sign

up today. There is no cost for this service which benefits all by
providing added convenience and eliminating hassle. In addition,
the more homeowners who sign up for electronic payments, the
more money the HOA can save by not having to send past due
statements and collection notices which are not required when
an owner is on electronic payment withdrawal. Sign up today at
www.realmanage.com
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Gold Card Club

Over the years, you have made many contributions to the children
and schools of our community. Now, Hays CISD wants to say,
“Thank You.”
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WELCOME!

The Gold Card Club invites residents of Hays CISD to become
members at no charge if you are:

- 60 years of age or older

- Retired from your primary source of income

- A resident of Hays CISD

BENEFITS:

- Free admission to all Hays CISD cultural events such as plays,
musicals and concerts

- Athletic events

- Lunch at regular adult prices at any district cafeteria

- Use of school libraries

- Free notary service

TO JOIN:

- Fill out the application form

- Return the completed application to Hays CISD Central Admission
Office, 21003 Interstate 35 in Kyle

- Upon receipt of your application, a non-transferrable membership
card will be given to you.

If you have any questions, please call 268-2141.



Pets

* Do not leave your pet alone in a car.
Antifreeze is lethal to dogs and cats.

Be sure to immediately clean up any spills.

* 8 @

a snowstorm.

s  Thoroughly wipe off your dog’s paws, legs and stomach to
prevent it from ingesting salt, antifreeze or other potentially

dangerous chemicals while licking its paws.

e Never shave your dog down to the skin in winter, as a longer coat

will provide more warmth.

Do not let your pet off its leash on snow or ice, especially during line.

Winter SﬁfetyTips

-- Checking the battery.

-- Checking the tires for air, sidewall wears
and treads depth.

-- Checking the antifreeze level and the freeze

Your car should have a tune-up (check the
owner’s manual for the recommended
interval) to ensure better gas mileage, quicker
starts and faster response on pick-up and passing over.

Weather

*  After bathing your pet, make sure it is completely dry before At any temperature -- 20 degrees Fahrenheir below zero or 90

allowing it to go outside.

degrees Fahrenheir above -- weather affects road and driving
conditions and can pose serious problems.

People

*  Wear loose-fitting, layered clothes and water-repellent outer It is important to listen to forecasts on radio, TV, cable weather
garmets. channel, or forecasts in the daily papers.

=  Cover your mouth to protect your lungs from
cold air. n :

e Drink water and other fluids to avoid GGM‘ ﬁﬁm GLUB ﬁWLIG&T]} B'H
dehydration. ) T - -

e Watch for signs of frostbite, such as a “pins
and needles” feeling, followed by numbers.

=  Watch for signs of hypothermia, which
include uncontrolled shivering, slow speech,
memory loss, stumbling, sleepiness and
extreme liredness.

Checklists:

Home

e Ensure proper ventilation for gas-fueled
heating devices.

= Never use an extension cord to connect a
space heater to an outlet.
Unplug space heaters when not in use.
Look for heating devices with automatic
shutoff features.

*  Have wood and coal stoves, fireplaces,

and chimneys inspected and cleaned by a

professional each year.

Seal and weather-strip doors and windows.

Insulate walls and attics.

Clear gutters and repair roof leaks.

Insulate pipes with insulation or newspaper

and plastic.

*  Allow faucets to drip a little during cold
weather to avoid freezing.

* Learn how to shut off water valves in case a
pipe burst.
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Vehicles

*  Maintain at least a half-tank of gas during the
winter season.

*  Place a winter emergency kit in each car.

e Check your antifreeze levels, battery and
ignition system, brakes, exhause, fuel,
air filter, heater and defroster, lights, oil,
thermostat, and windshield wipers.

-- Prepare your car for winter. Start with a
checkup that includes:

-- Checking the ignition, brakes, wiring, hoses and
fan belts.

-- Changing and adjusting the spark plugs.

-- Checking the air, fuel and emission filters, and
the PCV valve.

-- Inspecting the distributor.

Name
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If vou have any questions, please call 268-2141.

Amberwood is a deed restricted subdivision. If any homeowner requires a copy of the Bylaws/Deed
Restrictions, please contact RealManage. RealManage also asks that all homeowners update their contact
information and mailing addresses by contacting RealManage (contact information listed on page 2).




" GREETINGS TO ALL AMBERWOOD RESIDENTS

From Management, the Board of Directors and Committees of Amberwood, may this New Year bring abundance,
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